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HERSETH:            PORT SECURITY NEEDS MORE OVERSIGHT

Cosponsors            Bill To Ensure Adequate Scrutiny of Port Deals

March 1,            2006, Washington, D.C. -             U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth has cosponsored legislation to address security            concerns about the acquisition of American port facilities by foreign            entities. Specifically, the Foreign Investment Security Improvement            Act of 2006 would strengthen Congress' oversight role in the investigation            of Dubai Ports (DP) World's acquisition of six domestic port facilities.            The bipartisan bill was introduced with 81 original cosponsors in the            House.

DP World is a terminal            operating firm operated by the government of the United Arab Emirates,            and it recently received approval from the Committee on Foreign Investment            in the United States (CFIUS) to purchase six ports from a London-based            firm. Herseth believes that CFIUS did not conduct a thorough investigation            of all security information prior to approving the acquisition, and            that Congress should have a greater oversight role in the review process            to ensure that our security is not at risk. 

Herseth said, "It            is unthinkable that this acquisition would be approved without thoroughly            examining the potential risk to our nation's citizens and security."            Herseth noted that DP World has already agreed to a 45-day review, however            this bill would require adequate scrutiny and oversight for this and            future deals involving our port security. In addition, following the            45-day review, the bill would require, within 15 days, a report to Congress            providing the detailed findings of the investigation and the Presidential            determination. Congress would then have 30 days to reverse an approval            of the transaction through legislation.

The bill would require            the investigation to include: 

    -  A review of U.S.              Coast Guard assessments of foreign ports where DP World operates;
    -  Background checks              of DP World officers and security personnel; 
    -  An evaluation              of the impact on port security by DP World's control of U.S. port              operations, and; 
    -  Consultation              with the U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the              Secretary of Homeland Security and State and local officials, regarding              the impact on national security of DP World operations at affected              U.S. ports. 
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